Just

Judaism Social Change

JCI CURRICULUM: UNIT 1: CHAPTER 6 - TRUTH AND PEACE
LESSON 1: REBUKE YOUR NEIGHBOR

LESSON 1: REBUKE YOUR NEIGHBOR/ HOCHEACH TOCHEEACH (45 mins
1 hour)

Goals

For students to:

e understand the concept of hocheach tocheeach

e appreciate the difficulty of the mitzvah of hocheach tocheeach

o relate hocheach tocheeach to the other values in Leviticus 19:17-18

o apply the concept of hocheach tocheeach to their own lives

o interpret Leviticus 19:17-18 and consider the connections between the different parts
of the verses

e assess the Rambam’s interpretation of Leviticus 19:17-18

e integrate the concept of hocheach tocheeach with the contrasting values of Truth and
Peace studied in the previous class.

Materials:
e DPoster board
e Markers
e Pens
e Paper / journals
e Text quotes on colored cards (save these for next week — Chapter 6 lesson 3)

e Text handouts
0 Quote set — Leviticus 19:17-18
0 Text — Rambam, Mishnebh Torah, Hilchot De’ot 6:7
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Procedure

1) Framing exercise #1 (15 mins)
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Rabbi Shimeon ben Gamliel, says: The world stands on three things: on justice, on truth, and
on peace. ( Pirkei Avot 1:17)

RaXilira

Revisit this quote above that was discussed in chapter 6 lesson 1. Ask students to
think of an example from their life when they have had to make a choice between
speaking or acting out of “NR” (Emet - Truth) and “012w” (Shalom - Peace) in a
relationship with others.

Ilustrate with an example: Your friend asks you to do a favor. You think it's an
unreasonable request. Do you follow the path of “naX” (Truth) and tell her that you
don’t want to do it and why, or do you follow the path of “217%” (Peace) and do it
anyway, since it's not a big deal and it's not worth making waves.

Ask students to think of real, specific occasions in their life where they have had to
make such a choice.

Either:

d)

Or:

d)

Ask students to pair with a partner and share their stories. Students should explain
the scenario to each other and why they chose either “naR” (Truth) or “017%” (Peace).
After pair work, discuss as a class:

Ask students to form groups of 3 and act out one of their examples for the class. After
each or all of the roleplays discuss with class.

e) Discussion questions:

e Why was it hard to make a decision in each case?

e  Why did students choose either “NaX” (Truth) or “17W” (Peace) in each specific
case?

e  What were the consequences of choosing either “nX” (Truth) or “0170” (Peace) in g
each case? What was gained and what was lost? S
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Main Activity (30- 40 mins

Part 1: 20 mins

Divide students into groups of 3-4

Hand out all of the following quotes on separate multi-colored cards to each
group. Tell them that the quotes come from two consecutive verses in
Leviticus.

Ask students to put the quotes in the order they think is most logical.

Ask students to discuss in their groups:

Are there any words or phrases whose meaning is unclear?

Which quotes fit best together?

Which are most out of place?

Can you think of connections between all of the quotes?

Discuss as a class:

Ask student to report their answers.

Discuss areas of agreement and disagreement between groups.

Ask students what they think the meaning is of “hate your neighbor in your
heart”; “Rebuke (scold, hocheach tocheach) your neighbor”, “do not bring
sin upon him”, Discuss

Share the true order of the verses.

Ask students to share creative interpretations for connections between the
quotes.
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Do not hate your neighbor in your heart

Leviticus 19:17 -8 1-1° 2105 ©° P70 RIP™

T0"y-n iR 1A
Rebuke (scold, hocheach tocheeach) your neighbor

Leviticus 19:17 -8 -1 P10 0° 15 X

RYT 7Y RYN-KX'9)

And do not bring sin upon him 1
Leviticus 19:17 -8 11-1" 2105 ©° P79 RIPM S
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MY 12 NX 0N R OpN KD
You shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people

Leviticus 19:17 -8 1-1" 2105 ©° P79 RIPM

112 7¥727 AW
And love your fellow as yourself

Leviticus 19:17 -8 1-1° 2105 ©° P70 RIP™

"7 0IR
ITam God.

Leviticus 19:17 -8 1-1" 2105 ©° P79 RIPM

Part 2: (10 -20 mins)

a) Hand out the following text and read it together as a group.

T 7997 1 P95 NwT mov 2'am

1AXY DY RUIT RITW WY 2017 10T IR 7210 KD TI72 T20W R ROAY 17020 8177
TNAY DX 119930 11217 IARIY 2OV PWYN2
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(Rambam (Maimonides) Mishneh Torah, Laws of Character Traits (Hilchot De’ot 6:7)

If someone sees his friend transgressing or going down a bad path, it is a mitzvah to restore
him to goodness and inform him that he is transgressing through his evil deeds, as it says:
“You shall surely rebuke your neighbor”... Anyone who has the ability to intervene but does
not, is held responsible [by God] for those sins because he had the ability to intervene against
them.

b) Ask students:
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a) Which parts of the pasuk (verse) does Rambam connect here?
b) How does Rambam understand “hocheach tocheeach™

Discuss their answers. Elicit/ explain that Rambam understands hocheach tocheeach to
specifically mean warning a friend not to transgress a commandment from the Torah. He
connects the last part of verse 18: Tam God’ with the obligation to rebuke, explaining that it is
God who will hold you responsible for your friend’s actions if you do not rebuke her.

) The verse “JN°NAY-NX 7°3I0 7217

uses the word TN MY (amitecha) which in Hebrew can mean friend, fellow, associate or

Rebuke (hocheach tocheeach) your neighbor

neighbor. Rambam specifically uses the word 727 (chaver)- meaning friend — in his
commentary. Do you think you should only rebuke friends who are doing things
wrong or also other people in your community?

Discuss.

3) Conclusion (10 mins)

a) Ask students to write personal responses in their journals.

Journal Questions:

e Do you feel comfortable rebuking your friends and neighbors?

e Do you think that you are responsible for your friends’ actions if they are doing
something wrong?

e  What s the connection between the obligation to rebuke your neighbor and the
obligation to love your neighbor, on one hand, and the competing values of “nnx”
(Truth) and “019%” (Peace) on the other?

Ideas for the teacher: On the one hand, it seems truthful to always tell a friend if they are doing
something you think is wrong. On the other hand, letting things that bother you slide seems to be
in line with the value of pursuing peace. If you rebuke your friends, aren’t you creating
unnecessary conflict? How can you decide which is the greater value in these kinds of situations?

b) Ask students to share answers to one of the questions or share a concluding thought with
the class.
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Quotes to be printed on colored cards:

TT .

Do not hate your neighbor in your heart

Leviticus 19:17 -8 -1 P10 0 15 X

I0RY-NY A Ao
Rebuke (scold, hocheach tocheeach) your neighbor

Leviticus 19:17 -8 -1 P10 0° 215 X

RYT 1Y RYN-X'9)
And do not bring sin upon him

Leviticus 19:17 -8 1-1° 2105 ©° P70 RIP™
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You shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people

Leviticus 19:17 -8 11-1" 2109 1° P79 RPN

T2 7977 PAIN)
And love your fellow as yourself

Leviticus 19:17 -8 1-1° 2105 ©° P70 RIP™

"7 01N
Tam God.

Leviticus 19:17 -8 11-1" 2109 ©° P79 RPN
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Handout 2 — Rambam Mishneb Torah, Hilchot De’ot 6:7

T 7997 1 P95 NwT mov a'am

MRY HY ROIT RITW W 2012 1IAI2 MR 7210 RY TI72 720w IR ROAW 17720 A8107
DAY DX 7°210 1217 MARIW 0°VAT PWwYnd

0772 NINNAY 12 WORW 11°3 12K 7IV2 WONI KT MR 1R NINAY 1772 IWORY 7O
(Rambam (Maimonides) Mishneh Torah, Laws of Character Traits (Hilchot De’ot 6:7)

If someone sees his friend transgressing or going down a bad path, it is a mitzvah to restore
him to goodness and inform him that he is transgressing through his evil deeds, as it says:
“You shall surely rebuke your neighbor”... Anyone who has the ability to intervene but does
not, is held responsible [by God] for those sins because he had the ability to intervene against
them.
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